433]         EXERCISE OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT

(6)  The doctors who can distinguish between the weak
and the strong, the reliable (zahir-al-riwayah) and the un-
reliable, etc.    They are the authors of " the esteemed texts "
(al~mutun al-mu'tabarah), like the Kanz, the Mukhtar, the
Wiqayah, and the Majmaf.    They include in their books
only the views that have been considered reliable.

(7)  the class of the muqallids who lack the powers of
the preceding and " do not distinguish between the lean and
the fat, right and left, but on the contrary get together
whatever they find."

It must be remarked here that this classification appar-
ently is not intended by the doctors to indicate merely that
the mujtahids have been classed in this or that group be-
cause they have shown only that much independence of
thought, for it implies a gratuitous assumption that the
later mujtahids could not show greater independence of
thought. This is another symptom of that peculiar habit
of mind which resulted in the fiction which has been termed
by the Moslem doctors " the closing of the door of ijtihad " '
(insiddd bob al-iftihad). This fiction consists in the belief
that after the era of the full mujtahids (mujtahid mutlaq)
who founded the schools, no more mujtahids of that calibre
appeared, and according to some there is not even the pos-
sibility that such might appear.1

This belief, which is a later development, is partly due
to the fact that the founders of the schools were men of
great ability and thoroughness who had practically ex-
hausted the various logical alternatives which offered them-
selves for speculation within the limitations set by the
revealed texts. The later doctors had many views to
choose from, but there was little to add. They, therefore,
seized upon the existing material and elaborated it, filling

1 Juynboll, p. 34, fn.; cf. Taqrtr, vol. iii, pp. 339-40.